THEODORE ROOSEVELT

in making up the list of delegates to the As-
sembly Convention they outgeneraled him,
naming fifteen of the twenty-five. Thus they
had the nomination within their grasp, but
they had no candidate. Roosevelt had taken an
active part in opposing the machine man, and
he and Murray had pulled together. There
is something very characteristic of Theodore
Roosevelt in this first political alliance as re-
lated by Murray. " When he found we were
on the same side, he went to Ed Mitchell, who
had been in the Legislature, and asked what
kind of a man I was, and when he was told
lie gave me his confidence/' It is another
of the simple secrets of his success in dealing
with men: to make sure of them and then to
trust them. Men rarely betray that kind of
trust. Murray did not.

Presently he bethought himself of Theodore
Roosevelt, who was fighting but didn't yet quite
know how. As a candidate he might bring out
the vote which ordinarily in that silk-stocking
district came to the polls only in a Presidential
year. He asked him to run, but Roosevelt
refused. It might look as if he had come there
for his personal advantage. Murray reasoned